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You Finished Writing!

Now What? THE END
by Alan Vincent Michaels

Give Yourself a Round of Applause!

Go ahead. Admit it. You worked extremely hard to get your manuscript to the point where you can
type The End with confidence. As you should be, you are proud of your efforts, and you can now
breathe a well-earned sigh of relief.

You did all the correct things as a writer. You wrote. You pushed through the numerous sessions of
writer’s block and down days. Lastly, those negative people in your life (or even the occasional voices
in your head) said you’d never do it, but you succeeded!

Okay, so you've finished your manuscript — your book, play, or screenplay. What is the next step?

What NOT TO DO Next?

Just because you’ve completed your manuscript, it doesn’t necessarily mean it's ready for prime time.
If you want to get your work published, there are several DON’Ts to consider first:

* Don’t do it! Don’t edit your manuscript.

“WHAT!?” you shout. Look, it's a given that edits must be made, and (as attributed to William
Faulkner) you must kill all your darlings. Are you really ready to do that now?

* Don’t have your others review your manuscript and offer their opinions and critiques.

Your manuscript needs to be more polished before giving it to someone else. Certainly, your
first reader and your beta readers will be extremely helpful. Now, however, is not the time.

* Don’t be too quick to send your manuscript to an agent or publisher.

If your manuscript isn’t ready, you may not get a second chance with those you contact. Don’t
shoot yourself in the proverbial foot by being too eager.

What TO DO Next?

You still have some work to finish to make sure you release only the best manuscript you can create.
To achieve that goal, there are several DOs to think about:

¢ Take a breather.

You need to put the manuscript aside for a period of time. The amount of time will vary,
depending any number of circumstances. The time away will help you gain some perspective,
so that, when you're ready to edit, you’ll do a good job of making the needed changes.
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Read your manuscript silently and aloud.

After taking some time off after you have completed the major writing, read your words.
Listen to your story. Let it come alive for you in ways you couldn’t have anticipated while you
were writing. You'll find things you left out and you’ll hear what needs to be rewritten. Again,
don’t afraid to kill all your darlings. You must, if your manuscript is to succeed.

Rewrite what needs to be changed and edit for consistency and structure.

Writing the first draft is definitely hard, but | know from personal experience that editing can
be much harder. It's the most essential step, however; so don’t be afraid of it. It may seem

challenging, but think of it as the first refinement step, where some of the rough edges are

honed and the fat is cut away.

Ask your first and beta readers to read your manuscript.

Now comes the time for your trusted readers to give your manuscript a read-through and
offer their ideas. Remember, this is your manuscript. It's your dream. Don’t be too quick to let
others take your vision away and replace it with theirs.

Lastly, proofread, check for grammar mistakes, and polish your manuscript.

When the major edits are done, now comes the nitpicking time. Find the typos that weren’t
caught earlier. Make sure you've checked your grammar and omitted needless words. (The
latter is about the only thing | agree with in The Elements of Style.) You might also want to
join one or more Twitter writer groups and learn what it takes to write with a lean style.
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Celebrate! 11. See if you've had any silent rejections.
Make sure you know your genre. 12. Send out five more queries.
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have one already. 18. Get the full rejected.

Start researching agents. 19. Finish book #2.

Send out your first five queries. 20. Start all over again with #2

Start your next book. 21. Land an agent

Get rejections. Mourn. 22. If you don't, you may want to consider a small

Send out five more queries.

press or self-publishing.
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